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SUBJECT: US-GDR CONSULAR CONVENTION NEGOTIATIONS 

REF: STATE 161948 

1. CONSUL GENERAL DISCUSSED TALKS WHICH TOOK PLACE 
LAST WEEK BETWEEN FRANCE AND GDR IN PARIS ON CONSULAR 
CONVENTION WITH XAVIER JEANNOT, ACTING DIRECTOR OF 
FONOFF'S BUREAU OF CONSULAR AND TREATY AFFAIRS. 

2. JEANNOT SAID THAT NO HARD NEGOTIATIONS HAD TAKEN 
PLACE AND THAT TALKS HAD BEEN OF EXPLORATORY NATURE 
DIRECTED PRIMARILY AT COMPARING TEXTS ARTICLE BY 
ARTICLE. HE ADDED THAT THEY DID NOT GET AROUND TO 
SOME OF THE TECHNICAL SUBJECT MATTER OF CONVENTION. 

3. JEANNOT MENTIONED THREE AREAS WHERE DIFFERENCES 
APPEARED TO EXIST. FIRST WAS QUESTION OF NATIONALITY, 
WITH FRENCH UNWILLING TO INCLUDE ANY DEFINITIONS OF 
NATIONALITY IN THEIR TEXT AS GDR WOULD LIKE TO DO. 
JEANNOT MENTIONED THAT FRANCE DID NOT CUSTOMARILY 
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INCLUDE SUCH REFERENCES IN CONSULAR CONVENTIONS, 
ALTHOUGH HE MENTIONED THAT THERE WERE OCCASIONAL 
EXCEPTIONS AS IN THE CASE OF GREAT BRITIAN (BECAUSE 
OF COLONIAL COMPLICATIONS) AND A HANDFUL OF AFRICAN 
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COUNTRIES. 

4. SECOND POINT ON WHICH DIFFERENCES APPEARED WAS 
ISSUE OF DUAL NATIONALITY. JEARNOT SAID FRENCH 
REFUSED TO GRANT GDR’S UNREASONABLE REQUEST FOR 
MONOPOLY OF CONSULAR REPRESENTATION. FOR EXAMPLE, IF 
A PERSON LOCATED IN FRANCE HAD BOTH SWEDISH AND EAST 
GERMAN NATIONALITY, FRENCH WOULD INSIST ON HIS RIGHT 
TO HAVE ACCESS TO CONSULAR OFFICERS OF EITHER COUNTRY 
ACCORDING TO HIS CHOICE. 

5. A THIRD PROBLEM AREA INVOLVED QUESTION OF IMMUNITIES. 
FRENCH ARE UNWILLING TO ACCEPT GDR DESIRE TO INCLUDE 
LANGUAGE IN CONVENTION WHICH WOULD PROVIDE CONSULAR 
OFFICERS WITH SOMETHING APPROACHING KIND OF IMMUNITY 
NORMALLY ACCORDED DIPLOMATS. JEANNOT MENTIONED IN AN 
ASIDE THAT HE BELIEVED FRENCH POSITION IN THIS MATTER 
WAS CONSIDERABLY MORE RESTRICTIVE THAN THAT OF THE U.S. 

6. JEANNOT SAID THAT SECOND ROUND OF TALKS WOULD 
COMMENCE IN NOVEMBER IN EAST BERLIN. HE CONCLUDED BY 
SAYING THAT FRENCH NEGOTIATING POSITION WOULD BE FIRM 
SINCE IT WAS NOT PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT TO THEM TO HAVE 
CONSULAR CONVENTION WITH EAST GERMANY. HE MENTIONED 
THAT KINDS OF ACTIVITIES IT IS DESIGNED TO COVER ARE 
ALREADY BEING ADEQUATELY HANDLED IN A PRACTICAL WAY 
WITHOUT A TREATY. 

7. EMBASSY POLITICAL OFFICER HAS APPOINTMENT TOMORROW 
WITH PLAISANT, DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR CENTRAL EUROPE, WITH 
WHOM HE WILL DISCUSS THIS MATTER FURTHER AND REPORT ANY 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION HE PICKS UP. 
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